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Dear Readers,   
 
It gives immense gratification and honour to us to edit this special issue of “Procedia - Social and 
Behavioral Sciences” (An Online Research Journal of Elsevier) for the selected reviewed and revised 
papers presented in the “International Conference on Emerging Economies – Prospects and Challenges 
(ICEE-2012)” held on 12th-13th of January 2012 at the Symbiosis Institute of International Business 
(SIIB) in Pune, India. This conference was organised on behalf of the Faculty of Management, Symbiosis 
International University (SIU), Lavale, Pune, India.  
 
The importance of emerging economies in the world order has gained immense attention from 
practitioners, researchers, academics, businesses and regulators, over the last few years. Most global 
economic analysts see emerging economies and markets as growth centres of the future. These economies 
are expected to be the drivers of future economic growth, but will also throw up complex challenges. 
Investor confidence in these emerging and developing nations particularly in the financial market sectors 
is high and these economies will show higher growth rates as compared to developed countries. 
 
With the world population touching seven billion major challenges are foreseen - increased demand for 
food, energy and water, access to goods and efficient services, and rising greenhouse gas emissions. In 
the coming decade, emerging economies will play a crucial role in areas like financial markets, 
consumption of goods and services, trade and commerce, sustainable development, innovation, 
infrastructure development and research. 
 
Comparing the complex nature of developed economies vs. developing markets, calls for a deeper 
understanding of social, technological, economic and environmental factors that govern society and 
business. The international conference was organized with an objective to bring together academicians 
and researchers from the international community, research institutions and agencies, civil society 
organizations and others on a common platform to deliberate on some of the key challenges and prospects 
in emerging economies across various disciplines and themes. 
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The prime objectives of the conference were:  
 
x To make a comparative analysis of various global issues in emerging economies  
x To explore innovation and innovative practices as a driver of economic progress in emerging 
economies  
x To examine the prospects and challenges of urbanization and its impact on economic development in 
emerging markets  
x To analyse recent trends in governance, institutional change and best practices in emerging markets  
x To assess the impacts of socio-cultural changes, civil society engagement and institutions in emerging 
economies  
 
The conference was focussed on below mentioned five key tracks: 
  
Track 1: Issues in Emerging Economies 
Track 2: Emerging Economies - Socio-Cultural Dynamics 
Track 3: Emerging Economies - Governance, Institutional Change and Best practices 
Track 4: Emerging Economies - Sustainable Cities 
Track 5: Emerging Economies - Innovation and Progress 
 
As the guest editors of this issue, we are delighted to see diverse range of research articles focusing on the 
following topics: Spot markets, Health care, Legal framework, Infant mortality, Physical infrastructure, 
Education, Energy security, Environmental norms, Financial system reforms, Financial inclusion, FDIs in 
BRIC economies, International trade, Export and Imports, Supply chain risk management, Comparative 
studies on India and China, Women self-help groups, Social media, Talent management, Free education, 
5Ds, Training/Awareness metrics, Entrepreneurial learning, Structural changes in Govt., Corporate 
governance, Forest governance, Public-private partnership, BRIC mutual fund industry, International 
pricing, Sustainable encouraging mechanism (SEM), Human health and environment, Waste 
management, Municipal solid waste management, Waste-to-energy feasibility, Urban sanitation, E-waste 
management, Urban noise pollution, Mobile banking, Business stratagem, Sustainability as marketing 
strategy, Innovative business strategies and Distribution network planning. 
 
The conference was a great success and attracted large number of academicians, scientists, researchers, 
scholars, managers from India and across the world on a common platform. Being interdisciplinary in 
nature, the conference explored some of the underlying opportunities and challenges in developing and 
emerging economies, identified key priority sectors, assessed the role of social, technological, economic 
and environmental factors that govern society and businesses and helped in developing framework for 
strategic actions for the future. 
 
The convener and guest editors of ICEE-2012 are indebted to all the international reviewers and advisory 
committee, the publisher, and those involved in technical processes. We also wish to thank all the 
academicians, researchers and scholars who contributed to the conference. In all, 130 full-length research 
papers were submitted for this issue. Each paper has been peer reviewed by the reviewers and advisory 
committee specialized in the related field. At the end of the review process, a total of 47 high quality 
research papers were selected and accepted for publication. 
 
The Symbiosis Institute of International Business (SIIB), Hinjewadi, Pune, is grateful to the Faculty of 
Management, Symbiosis International University (SIU), Lavale, Pune, for their unconditional support to 
ICEE-2012. 
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SIIB is indebted to Dr. S.B. Mujumdar (Hon’ble Chancellor, SIU), Dr. Bhushan Patwardhan (Hon’ble 
Vice Chancellor, SIU), Dr. Vidya Yervadekar (Principal Director, Symbiosis Society & Executive 
Director, Symbiosis Centre for International Education), Registrar and Directors of all Constituent 
Institutes of Symbiosis International University (SIU) for their constant support and encouragement. SIIB 
is grateful to all the faculty members, staff and MBA students for rendering timely help in successfully 
conducting this international event.  
 
We sincerely hope that the research fraternity across the world will enjoy reading the research papers. 
 
Regards, 
 
Dr. Rajani Gupte 
Convener - ICEE-2012, Dean, Faculty of Management, SIU & Director, SIIB, Pune, India 
(convener@siib.ac.in; director@siib.ac.in) 
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